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Abstract and Key Words

Research on the issues and improvement of Presidential Water Commission:
focused on legal status, efficiency, autonomy, and policy coordination

Lee, Seunghwan

Seoul National University

The purpose of this case study was to evaluate the operation and outcomes of the
Presidential Water Commission from July of 2019 to July of 2022. Based on literature
review and commission member interviews, this study especially focused on the
commission's legal status, autonomy, and policy coordination issues. This study founded
several problems of the commission. First, the ambiguity of legal status made the
commission confront very unstable situation. Second, because of focusing on only a few
topics and poor decision-making process, the commission worked very inefficiently.
Third, despite the commission belongs to President of Republic of Korea, the
commission has relied heavily on the Ministry of Environment for its organization,
budget, personnel, etc. that it suffered from autonomy issues. Fourth, even though, in
legal terms, the commission is the highest ranked water management government
institution in Korea, its policy coordination role had not functioned well. Therefore, the
Korean government should clarify the legal status of the commission, enhance the
commission’s autonomy, and facilitate policy coordination function.

[ Key Words: Integrated Water Management, Water Management Act, Water
Commission, Governmental committee ]



