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Abstract and Key Words

A Study on Path Dependence of the ROTC system of Republic of Korea Army

Kim, Tuck Key

Cheongju University

The ROTC system of Republic of Korea Army has contributed to train and discipline
officers in the Army since 1961. However, as the school-age population has decreased
due to the recent decline in the birth rate, the mandatory military service period has
been shortened to 18 months, and soldier pay has increased, the application rate for
ROTC officers, who are required to serve relatively 28 months, has plummeted and a
large-scale shortage has occurred. This study applied the path dependence theory to
analyze the system, organization, education, and operation system of the ROTC system
of Republic of Korea Army from the beginning of its creation to the present, and
examined whether the system was path dependent and the types and factors of path
dependence. As a result of the analysis, the ROTC system of Republic of Korea Army
overall showed an increasing return type of path dependence, and the factors of path
dependence were determined to be fixed and sunk costs, learning effect, coordination
effect, adaptive expectations, utilitarian explanation, functional explanation and power
explanation. As implications for the research results, strengthening the capabilities of
the Army Cadet Military School, change from the organizational structure centered on
the university district, and diversification of the training period and process were
presented in order to redefine the path of the ROTC system.

[ Key Words: path dependence, ROTC, army cadet military school, cadet ]



