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Abstract and Key Words

A Critique of Organization Theory of Public Administration and Its New Materialist
Rethinking: Focused on Residents’ Autonomy Council and Communal Demos

Kim, Daegeon

Kangwon National University

This study critiques the limitations of conventional organization theory of public
administration, which has largely presupposed organizations as entities that operate
primarily through human will, rationality, and managerial techniques—an
anthropocentric and instrumentalist premise. From a new materialist perspective, it
redefines the concept of organization and reconceptualizes residents” autonomy council
and communal demos as organizations not only constituted by human factors (residents’
intentions, participation, social relations, and institutions) but also by nonhuman
elements such as climate, topography, space, technology, materiality, and affect, which
are entangled and co-operative in organizational functioning. Furthermore, by applying
new materialism, the study demonstrates that the actual operation of residents
autonomy councils and the communal demos in Gangwon State is generated through
processes in which human and nonhuman actors are relationally assembled and
arranged within specific assemblages. Theoretically, the study reviews and interrelates
Barad's concept of intra-action, Bennett's notion of vibrant matter, Deleuze and
Guattari's theory of assemblage, and Latour’s actor-network theory (ANT), thereby
accounting for the material-affective operations of organization that conventional
organization theory has failed to capture. Through this rethinking, the study argues for
the necessity and the perspective of a new materialist organization theory that moves
beyond anthropocentric and instrumentalist frameworks, and it proposes new
theoretical and practical tasks (including directions for future research) for organizing
residents’ autonomy council and communal demos.

[ Key Words: organization theory, new materialism, residents autonomy council,
communal demos, human*non-human agency |



